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We are made of dust, he tells us ; man is ' a lump of
folly and unavoidable necessities *; and our hearts, so
intricate and various and trifling, so full of wantonness
and foolish thoughts, come in for many a well-deserved if
not altogether novel castigation.

In his treatment of the nature of man and his mortal
condition, he follows for the most part in the footsteps of
the old moralists and old theologians, and repeats,
though with a certain grace and freshness of diction,
received notions and well-established views. Sermons, he
said, were not like ' curious enquiries after new-nothings,
but pursuance of old truths ' ; these truths he took for
granted and asked no ultimate questions about them.

There are certain aspects, however, which lend an
interest to his treatment of these ancient themes. His
doctrine of disillusion, of the vanity of the world and
the world's temptations, he seems to have derived more
from classical than Christian sources ; and learned in
the classics as he was, the instances and exemplifications
of human misery in his sermons, being copied from Greek
and Latin literature, could hardly have caused much
disquiet in the breasts of his hearers in South Wales.
Whatever mundane temptations the rural solitudes of that
locality might have afforded, it was hardly necessary to
warn them against corrupt longings for garments stained
with the blood of the Tyrian fish, for oysters of Lucrinus,
for the tender lard of Apulian swine, or condited bellies
of the Scarus : for Galatian mules, or fat eunuchs for their
slaves from Tunis.

Jeremy Taylor's writings and sermons are like those of
many divines of the period, loaded, and indeed over-
loaded, with classical quotations; but his immense
knowledge of ancient literature, his ' oceanic reading/
as Coleridge described it, was of service to him as more
than a storehouse of recondite sins and appropriate
quotations. His mind was filled with the noblest poetry
of the ancients, his memory stored with all that was wise